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MRS.  SIMPSON.  PROF.  ROBINS,    B.A. 

MRS.  LAY.  PROF.  DAREY,    M.A. 

MISS  M'CRACKEN.  MR.  ARNOLD. 

MR.  ANDREW. 


CONSTITirnON    &    BYE-LAWS. 


OnjECTS. 

1.  To  maintain  a  kindly  and  profitable  intercourse,  among  those 
engaged  in  the  profession  of  teaching,  and  more  especially  to  benefit, 
in  this  way,  the  teachers  trained  in  the  McGill  Normal  School,  and 
to  keep  up  a  permanent  connection  between  them  and  their  former 
instructors. 

2.  By  meetings,  the  reading  of  papers,  discussions,  and  publica- 
tions, to  afford  mutual  aid  and  encouragement,  to  promote  the  general 
adoption  of  improved  methods  of  teaching,  and  aids  thereto ;  and 
generally  to  stimulate  and  advance  the  work  of  School  Education, 
whether  elementary  or  superior. 


CONSTITUTION. 

1.  The  name  of  the  Society  shall  be,  the  "  Teachers'  Association, 
in  connection  with  the  McGill  Normal  School." 

2.  Professors  and  Lecturers  in  Colleges  or  Normal  Schools, 
Teachers  in  Private  or  Public  Schools,  and  any  persou  holding  a 
diploma  of  any  of  the  Normal  Scl  jls  of  Lower  Canada,  or  of  any 
Board  of  Examiners  for  Lower  Canada,  shall  be  eligible  for  election 
as  ordinary  members. 

3.  The  Superintendent  of  Education,  members  of  the  Council  of 
Public  Instruction,  School  Inspectors,  Ministers  of  the  Gospel,  and 
all  other  persons  connected  with  education  in  Canada,  officially  or 
otherwise,  may  be  elected  as  Honorary  or  Corresponding  Members  ; 
who  shall  have  all  the  rights  of  ordinary  members,  except  those  cf 
voting  and  holding  office. 

4.  Applications  for  membership  shall  be  made  to  the  Secretary, 
and  shall  be  considered  by  the  Council  of  the  Society :  after  whoso 
approval  the  names  of  the  candidates  may  be  presented  for  election 
by  ballot,  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Society. 

5.  The  officers  shall  be  a  President,  not  more  than  four  Vice-Pre- 
sidents, seven  members  of  Council,  a  Secretary,  and  a  Treasurer  ; 
who  shall  constitute  the  Council  of  the  Society,  and  shall  be  elected 


annually  by  ballot.  The  Council  shall  meet  before  each  stated  meet- 
ing of  the  Association,  to  prepare  its  business.  Three  members  shall 
be  a  quorum. 

6.  The  mectinf:js  of  the  Association  shall  bo  held  in  the  McGill 
Normal  School,  unless  otherwise  appointed.  Seven  members  shall  be 
a  cjuoruni.  Special  meetings  of  Council,  or  of  the  Association,  may 
be  called  by  the  President  of  his  own  proper  motion,  or  by  rc(iuest 
of  three  members  of  either  body,  respectively.  Pelegates  from,  or 
officers  and  members  of  other  Associations  may  bo  admitted  to  take 
part  in  the  proceedings  of  the  meetings. 

7.  Subjects  of  a  denominational,  political,  or  personal  character, 
shall  not  be  discussed  at  the  meetings  of  the  Association  ;  but  when 
introduced  may,  if  desired  by  the  majority,  be  referred  to  the  Council 
for  consideration,  and  subsequent  report  to  the  Association. 

8.  Branch  Associations  may  be  formed  in  any  place  within  Lower 
Canada ;  and  may  be  received  into  connection  with  the  Association, 
by  Totc  of  the  majority  of  a  meeting  thereof.  The  President  and 
Secretary  of  each  Branch  shall  be  ex-officin  members  of  the  Council. 

9.  By-Laws  to  regulate  the  proceedings  of  the  Association,  and  not 
inconsistent  with  its  constitution,  may  be  proposed  at  any  meeting, 
and  decided  on  at  the  next  meeting. 

10.  Amendments  of  the  Constitution  passed  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds 
of  a  meeting  called  with  special  notice  to  consider  the  same.  Notice 
of  such  Amendments  to  be  given  at  a  previous  meeting. 


BYE-LAWS. 

1.  The  Annual  Meeting  shall  be  held  on  the  last  Saturday  in  the 
month  of  May,  in  each  year,  at  which  time  the  officers  named  in  the 
fifth  article  of  the  Constitution  shall  be  elected. 

2.  The  Ordinary  Meetings  of  the  Association  shall  be  held  on  the 
second  Friday  of  each  month. 

3.  An  Annual  Fee  of  one  dollar  payable  in  advance  shall  be  re- 
quired of  each  member  who  has  left  his  Fee  unpaid  for  two  con- 
secutive years.  Ten  dollars  will  constitute  a  Life  Member.  No  Fee 
will  be  required  of  Honorary  or  Corresponding  Members. 

4.  The  Council  shall  have  power  to  fill  all  vacancies  in  its  own 
body ;  shall  have  in  charge  the  general  interests  of  the  Association  ; 
shall  make  all  necessary  arrangements  for  its  Meetings ;  shall  do  all 
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.  in  its  power  to  render  the  Agsociation  a  useful  Institution  ;  and  shall 
report  its  proceedings  for  approval  at  each  subsequent  Ordinary 
IVIeeting. 

5.  The  Council  shall  meet  at  least  once  in  each  month  in  suflacient 
time  to  prepare  the  business  of  Ordinary  and  Special  Meetings. 

6.  All  Branch  Associations  will  be  required  to  report  to  the  Presi- 
dent or  Secretary  of  this  Association  the  names  of  the  officers  elected 
at  the  Annual  Meetings  of  such  Associations. 

7.  It  fehall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  to  preside  at  all  Meetings 
of  the  Association  and  of  the  Council ;  and  shall  perform  such  other 
duties  as  by  custom  devolve  upon  the  presiding  officer.  In  the 
absence  of  the  President,  the  first  Vice-President  in  order  who  is 
present,  shall  preside,  and  in  the  absence  of  all  the  Vice-Presidents, 
a  Chairman  j^ro  tern  shall  be  elected  on  nomination  of  the  Meeting, 
the  Secretary  or  acting  Secretary  putting  the  question. 

8.  The  Secretary  shall  keep  a  full  and  just  record  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Association  and  of  the  Council,  and  enter  the  same  in  a 
Minute  Book  provided  for  this  purpose ;  and  shall  give  notice  of 
the  Meetings  of  the  Association  and  of  the  Council ;  shall  conduct 
such  correspondence  as  the  Council  may  assign;  shall  have  liis 
records  present  at  all  Meetings  of  the  Aasociation  or  of  the  Council ; 
and  shall  notify  officers  and  members  of  their  election.  In  his 
absenco  a  Secretary  pro  tern  shall  be  appointed  by  vote  of  the  Council 
or  Association. 

9.  The  Treasurer  shall  be  the  custodian  of  all  moneys  of  the  As- 
sociation ;  shall  spend  the  same  in  accordance  with  the  votes  of  the 
Aasociation  or  of  the  Council.  Shall  keep  an  exact  account  of  all 
due  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  Association  in  detail,  in  a  Cash 
Book  provided  for  that  purpose,  also  all  vouchers  for  money  paid  out ; 
shall  prepare  quarterly  and  present  to  the  Council  and  Association 
an  abstract  from  the  Cash  Book  of  all  receipts  and  expenditures  for 
the  quarter ;  and  shall  give  such  bond  for  the  faithful  discharge  of 
his  duties  as  may  be  required  by  the  Council. 

10.  Any  matter  or  things  affecting  the  interests  of  this  Associa- 
tion, and  not  herein  before  provided  for,  shall  be  provided  for  by  a 
resolution  at  any  regular  meeting  of  the  Association  or  Council  and, 
such  resolution  shall  have  the  same  force  as  a  Bye-Law,  until  the  next 
ordinary  meeting. 
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ohdeh  of  proceedings. 

1.  At  the  hour  of  nioeting,  tlio  chair  f^hall  be  tuken  and  the  meet- 
in  2;  called  to  order. 

2,  The  meeting  shall  be  opened  by  prayer. 

H.  The  minutes  of  the  preceding  meeting  shall  be  read  by  the  Se- 
cretary. 

4.  Communications  received  since  preceding  meeting,  shall  bo 
read  by  the  Secretary. 

5.  Reports  of  meeting  of  Council,  and  of  Committees,  dhall  be 
submitted. 

(u  Officers  shall  be  balloted  for  and  new  Members  elected. 

7.  New  business  may  be  introduced  and  notices  of  motion  made. 

8.  Fifteen  minutes  may  be  devoted  to  hearing  the  remarks  of  any 
Member  on  the  paper  read  at  the  precedii  Meeting,  provided  lie 
has  given  previous  intimation  to  the  Secretary. 

9.  Essays  shall  be  read,  and  Lectures  delivered. 

10.  Discussions  on  Essays  or  Lectures. 

11.  Adjournment. 


RULES  OP   ORDER. 

1.  Without  the  permission  of  the  Chairman,  no  member  shall 
spatik  when  there  is  no  motion  before  the  Association. 

2.  Except  a  motion  to  adjourn,  to  lay  on  the  table,  or  of  the  pre- 
vious (juestion,  no  motion  shall  be  put  from  the  chair,  or  be  spoken 
to  by  any  member  until  it  has  been  delivered  to  the  Chairman  in 
writing,  with  the  names  of  the  mover  and  seconder  attached. 

3.  The  mover  of  a  motion  may  speak  to  it  twice,  but  no  other 
member  more  than  once  without  the  permission  of  the  Chair. 

4.  Should  more  than  one  member  rise  to  speak  at  the  same  time, 
the  Chairman  shall  determine  who  is  entitled  to  the  floor,  and  his 
decision  shall  be  without  appeal. 

5.  On  a  point  of  order  being  raised  while  a  member  is  speaking,  he 
shall  at  once  take  his  seat,  the  point  of  order  shall  then  be  stated  by 
the  member  objectihg,  and  the  Chairman  shall  without  further  de- 
bate decide  thereupon,  stating  the  rule  applicable  to  the  case  without 
argument  or  comment. 


0.  If  any  member  feel  aggrieved  by  the  dec  ,4on  of  the  Chair,  ho 
may  (eicept  as  provided  for  in  Kulo  i,)  ftppeiil  Irom  said  decision  to 
tlio  Association.  The  President  shall  thereupon  put  tlie  (;nestion 
thus—"  Shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair  bo  sustained?" 

7.  The  following  questions  shall  not  bo  debatcable ;  to  adjourn 
simply— to  Jay  on  the  table— and  tho  previous  question. 

8.  A  motion  to  adjourn  shall  always  bo  in  order,  except  when  a 
meruber  is  in  possession  of  the  floor,  when  members  are  voting,  when 
an  adjournment  was  tho  last  preceding  motion,  or  when  it  has  been 
decided  that  the  previous;  question  shall  be  put. 

9.  A  motion  to  aujourn  shall  take  precedence  of  all  motions  and 
amendments;  a  motion  to  lay  on  tho  table  of  all  except  to  adjourn  ; 
a  motion  for  tho  previous  question  of  all  except  to  adjourn ;  or  to  lay 
on  the  table. 

10.  The  previous  questic.  shall  be  put  In  this  form,  "  Shall  the 
main  question  be  now  piit?"  if  this  be  carried,  no  further  motions, 
amendments,  or  debates,  shall  be  permitted,  but  the  main  question 
shall  be  put  without  delay. 

11.  No  amendment  to  a  motion  can  be  received  after  an  amend- 
ment to  an  amendment,  nor  any  motion,  unless  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion^ to  lay  on  tho  table,  or  to  adjourn  simply. 

12.^  The  Yeas  and  Nays,  upon  any  question,  shall  bo  recorded  in 
the  minutes  when  called  for  by  five  members. 

13.  After  reception  the  minutes  shall  be  signed  by  the  President 
and  countersigned  by  tho  Secretary. 

14.  No  olteration  shall  be  made  in  these  Rules  of  Order  except  at 
the  Annual  Meeting ;  but  the  order  of  the  proceedings  may  be  changed 
for  any  meeting  by  a  two-thirds'  vote. 


ANNUAL    MEETING. 


The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Teachers'  Association  in  connection 
with  McGill  Normal  School,  was  held  in  the  Examination  Hall  of  that 
School  on  Saturday  the  9th  May,  1863.  Principal  Dawson,  LL.D., 
President,  in  the  chair.  After  the  opening  of  the  meeting  by  prayer 
by  Prof.  Robins  and  some  routine  business,  the  following  resolutions 
were  unanimously  adopted. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Wilkes,  seconded  by  Mrs.  Simpson.     That  the 
Secretary  be  instructed  to  prepare,  under  the  direction  of  the  Council, 
a  statement  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Association  during  the  past 
year,  to  be  presented  at  the  meeting  appointed  to  be  held  on  the  even- 
ing of  Friday,  May  29th. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Wilkes,  seconded  by  Mr.  Ball.  That  the  thanks 
of  the  Association  be  presented  to  the  President,  Vice-Presidents, 
and  other  officers  for  their  ser.  loes  during  tlie  past  year ;  also  to  those 
gentlemen  who  have  kindly  read  papers  during  the  year. 

The  Association  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Office-be  .rers 
and  Council. 

Dr.  Dawson  was  unanimously  re-elected  President;  Professor  Kowe, 
Mr.  Gibson,  and  Professor  Hicks,  Vice-Presidents  ;  Mr.  Williamson,' 
Secretary;  Mr.  Macgregor,  Treasurer. 

Mrs.  Simpson,  Mrs.  Lay,  Miss  McCracken,  Professor  Robins, 
Professor  Darey,  Mr.  Arnold,  Mr.  Andrew,  Members  of  Council. 
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INf  CONNECTION   WITH   THE 

McGILL   NORMAL   SCHOOL. 


One  of  the  objects  of  the  Association  being  to  cultivate  friendly  re- 
lations,  and  intercourse  with  Teachers  and  Associations  in  all  parts 
ot  the  Province,  it  was  determined  to  hold  a  convention  early  in 
May,  and  accordingly  the  following  circular  was  issued. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  a  Teachers'  Convention  will 
be  held  under  the  auspices  of  the  Teachers'  Association  in  connection 
with  the  McGill  Normal  School,  on  the  evening  of  Friday  the  29th 
mst.,  and  the  morning  of  Saturday  the  30th,  in  the  Examination 
Hall  of  the  McGill  Normal  School,  Belmont  Street.  You  are  cor. 
diaily  invited  to  attend. 

Should  you  be  desirous  of  enhancing  the  pleasure  of  our  gathering 
by  contributing  a  short  speech  or  paper  on  some  educational  topic, 
you  will  please  intimate  your  intention  to  the  Secretary  at  the  earliest 
opportunity. 

Visitors  from  the  country  are  requested  to  communicate  with  the 
Secretary  at  th-  Normal  School  on  their  arrival,  when,  if  not  other- 
wise  provided  for,  they  will  be  directed  to  the  houses  of  those  persons 
who  have  kindly  consented  to  entertain  strangers. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  ROBINS,  B.  A.,  Secretary. 
In  accordance  with  the  above  circular,  a  large  meeting  of  Teachers 
and  friends  of  Education  assembled  in  the  Hall  of^  the  McGill 
Normal  School,  on  Friday  evening,  20th  May.  Principal  Dawson, 
President  of  the  Association,  occupied  the  chair,  and  the  Honourable 
the  Superintendent  of  Education,  honoured  the  meeting  with  his 
presence. 
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The  Meeting  having  been  opened  with  prayer,  the  Chairman  in 
inaugurating  the  proceedings  of  the  first  annual  convention  of  the 
Teachers'  Association,  stated  it  had  been  in  existence  a  number  of 
years,  and  had  been  productive  of  much  benefit  to  the  members.  It  was 
thought,  a  short  time  ago,  however,  that  advantages  might  result  from 
uniting  the  Association  more  intimately  with  the  McGill  Normal 
School,  both  as  regards  the  teachers  and  the  cause  of  education,  and 
hence  the  union  which  had  taken  place,  and  in  accordance  with  this 
view  it  had  been  reorganised  under  a  new  constitution.  Dr.  Dawson 
glanced  briefly  at  the  operations  of  the  Association  during  the  past 
year,  mentioning  the  papers  on  various  interesting  subjects  which 
had  been  read  at  the  different  meetings,  and  so  forth.  He  showed 
the  benefits  which  might  arise  from  periodical  meetings  of  the  tea- 
chers, where  they  might  compare  their  acquirements,  cultivate 
friendships,  and  each  add  something  to  the  general  stock  of  infor- 
mation. All  engaged  in  the  work  of  education  should  join  the  As- 
sociation and  help  on  this  excellent  enterprise.  He  pointed  out  the 
necessity  for  the  union  of  th(  ^c  engaged  in  the  work  of  English 
education,  representing  as  they  did  a  minority  in  this  Province.  It 
should  be  their  desire  to  strive  to  make  the  system  as  excellent  and 
efficient  as  possible  in  order  that  the  education  made  use  of  in  fc  rm- 
ing  the  minds  cf  the  English-speaking  people  of  Lower  Canada 
should  be  of  the  best  character.  They  should  combine  to  make 
education  exercise  as  large  an  influence  as  possible  in  the  country, 
and  bring  all  within  its  beneficial  influence.  (Applause. ) 

Mr.   Williamson,  Secretary  of  the    Teachers'   Association,   now 
read  the  annual  report. 


FIRST    REPORT    OF   THE   TEACHERS*     ASSOCIATION   IN    CONNECTION 
WITH   M<!GILL   NORMAL   SCHOOL,   FOR    18G2--63. 

The  Teachers'  Association  in  connection  with  McGill  Normal 
School,  originated  with  the  gentlemen  at  the  head  of  that  important 
Institution. 

It  was  at  first  thought  of  limiting  it  in  a  great  measure  to  tliose 
who  had  been  trained  there,  with  the  view  of  keeping  up  a  permanent 
connection  between  them  and  tlieir  former  instructors,  but  it  was 
afterwards  found  desirable  to  embrace  a  larger  circle,  which  might  be 
benefitted  by  its  exercises,  and  afford  a  wider  sphere  of  usefulness. 

The  success  of  such  institutions  in  Great  Britain  and  other  places 
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was  held  forth  as  an  inducementto  a  like  attempt  here,  and  as  afford- 
ing satisfactory  grounds  for  anticipating  important  results. 

The  objects  of  this  Institution  and  the  means  of  attaining  them  are 
thus  stated  in  the  first  and  second  articles  of  the  Constitution. 

1.  To  maintain  a  kindly  and  profitable  intercourse  among  those 
engaged  in  the  profession  of  teaching,  u,nd  more  especially  to  benefit 
in  this  way  the  teachers  trained  in  the  McGill  JSormal  School,  and 
to  keep  up  a  permanent  connection  between  them  and  their  former 
instructors. 

2.  By  meetings,  thesendingof  papers,  discussions  and  publications, 
to  afford  mutual  aid  and  encouragement,  to  promote  the  general 
adoption  of  improved  methods  of  teaching  and  aids  thereto,  and 
generally  to  stimulate  and  advance  the  work  of  school  education, 
whether  elementary  or  superior. 

In  advocacy  of  such  objects  and  means,  it  will  be  well  to  bear  in 
mind  that  scarcely  a  department  of  science,  literature,  or  arts  but  has 
its  Association  for  the  prosecution  of  researcli,  and  the  increase  of  its 
energy.  To  estimate  the  value  of  such  Institutions  we  have  only  to 
take  a  retrospect  of  their  proceedings,  and  compare  the  accumulated 
mass  of  their  observation^  and  deductions  with  the  scantiness  of  ma- 
terial at  the  commencement  of  their  career.  Along  with  this  we 
must  reflect  upon  the  multiplication  of  observers,  and  the  permeating 
effects  their  labours  will  have  upon  general  society,  and  the  ultimate 
elevation  of  its  masses. 

The  science  and  art  of  teaching  should  form  no  exception  to  so 
laudable  a  practice.  The  character  of  teachers  often  become  stereo- 
typed after  settling  in  various  localities,  and  commencing  their  pro- 
fessional avocations ;  arising  probably  from  the  routine  nature  of 
some  of  their  duties ;  investing  many  of  them  with  a  marked  pe- 
culiarity, which  tends  to  impair  their  usefulness,  and  lower  their  status 

Any  means  therefore  which  will  prevent  or  counteract  these  tend- 
encies, impart  versatility  of  power,  and  a  refined  and  elevated  de- 
portment, are  to  be  hailed  with  the  greatest  satisfaction. 

The  position  and  labours  ofteacliers,  arc  neither  valued  nor  under- 
stood, by  the  great  mass  of  the  people.  The  results  to  be  accom- 
plished by  an  efficient  system  of  tuition,  may  be  earnestly  desired  by 
many,  but  the  means  of  their  accomplishment  totally  unperceivod. 
While  therefore,  such  institutions  as  this  will  add  much  to  the  pro- 
fessional knowledge  and  ability   of  the  teacher,  it  will  no  less  tend  to 
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1  .javen  society  with  views  which  will  render  parents  and  others  able 
coadjutors  in  the  cause,  instead  of  being  drags  upon  its  onward 
march. 

The  sympathy  which  such  institutions  will  afford  to  the  more 
juvenile  and  less  experienced  of  its  members,  is  not  the  least  of  the 
recommendations  in  their  favour.  However  well  versed  in  the  theo- 
ry of  teaching  young  teachers  may  be,  on  leaving  a  Training  Insti- 
tution, yet  its  application  in  the  every  day  business  of  the  school 
may  present  difficulties  which  were  not  anticipated,  and  thus  great- 
ly dishearten  the  young  labourers,  shake  their  confidence  in  the 
means  at  their  disposal,  and,  in  some  cases,  lead  them  even  to  despair 
of  success ;  till  the  kindly  advice  of  an  associate  of  more  matured  ex- 
perience, or  a  discussion  at  a  monthly  meeting,  removes  the  difficul- 
ties and  enables  them  to  return  with  new  zeal,  to  the  discharge  of  their 
important,  though  perplexing  duties. 

The  greatest  advantage,  however,  from  the  union  of  so  many  en- 
gaged in  teaching,  in  addition  to  keeping  alive  the  interest  they  feel 
in  that  subject :  will  be  in  following  the  example  of  the  learned  so- 
cieties, by  suggesting  special  subjects  for  investigation,  increasing  the 
number  of  intelligent  observers  of  mental  phenomena,  and  in  conduct- 
ing educational  experiments,  which  may  tend  to  fix  upon  a  firmer  basis 
and  confer  the  same  certainty  upon  the  operations  of  the  educationist, 
as  upon  that  of  other  professions,  whose  principles  of  action  are  re- 
garded as  indisputable 

If  Lawyers,  Physicians  and  Surgeons  have  their  faculties.  Clergy- 
men their  Synods,  trade  and  commerce  their  Boards  :  why  should  not 
teachers,  who  have  the  future  well-being  of  society,  so  much  under 
their  control,  be  without  such  means  of  concentrating  and  directing 
the  power  of  that  lever,  which  above  all  others,  can  place  society  in 
that  position  which  is  most  conducive  to  its  highest  and  best  iuterests. 

Towards  the  accomplishment  of  these  objects,  your  Association, 
from  the  short  period  of  its  existence,  has  perhaps  done  little;  but 
the  spirit  which  animates  its  members,  the  position  some  of  them 
hold,  uot  only  in  the  profession,  but  in  scientific  and  literary  circles, 
auger  well  for  its  future  success  and  usefulness.  Its  history  and  pro- 
ceedings are  as  follows: — On  the  31st of  May,  1862,  a  meeting  of 
Professors  and  Teachers  was  held  in  the  Examination  Hall,  of  the 
McGill  Normal  School,  when  a  draft  of  Constitution  was  submitted, 
its  various  articles  discuRsed,  and  a  Sub-Committee  appointed  to  con- 
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sider  the  nature  of  the  alterations  required,  and  to  form  Bye-laws  for 
the  regulation  of  its  proceedings.  The  report  of  this  Coramittee 
was  submitted  to  another  meeting,  held  on  the  14th  of  June;  the 
draft  of  Constitution  they  had  prepared,  was  adopted,  and  received 
the  signature  of  18  ladies  and  14  gentlemen ;  the  various  officers 
were  elected,  with  q,  Council  of  management,  and  the  members  were 
now  prepared  to  enter  upon  the  duties,  which,  as  an  Association,  they 
had  undertaken. 

Since  then,  the  following  papers  have  boon  read,  and  the  subject 
matter  of  them  afforded  grounds  for  animated  and  interesting  conver- 
sation. 

Sept.  13.    Br.  Dawson  on  "  The  difficulties  of  Teachers,  and  the 
best  means  of  overcoming  them.'* 

Oct.  10.     Prof.  Hicks,  "  Oral  Teaching." 

Nov.  14.     Mr.  Gibson,  "  Elementary  or  Primary  Education ;    its 

extent  and  advantages." 
Dec.  12.     Mr.  Lamouroux, "  French." 
Jan.  9.     Mr.  Williamson,  "  School  Books." 
Feb.  13.    Prof.  Robins,  ''  A  Paper :  from  Barnard's  School  Journal, 

written   by   Thomas  Morrison,  Rector   of  the  Free  Church 

Training  College,  Glasgow." 
March  13.     Prof.  Darey,  on  ''  Recreations." 
April  17.    Prof.  Howe,  on  "  The  advantages  of  a  Public,   over    a 

Private  Education." 

Hon.  Mr.  Chauveau,  Superintendent  of  Education,  addressed  the 
meeting.  He  regarded  the  establishment  of  this  Association  with 
much  pleasure.  He  had  thought  that  it  would  be  a  great  injustice, 
that  if  while  we  were  doing  so  much  for  the  future  teachers  of  the 
country,  we  should  do  nothing  for  the  old  teachers,  for  those  who  had 
borne  the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day.  The  speaker  gave  an  account 
of  his  efforts  to  form  a  Teachers'  Association,  and  of  that  formed  in 
connection  with  the  Jacques  Cartier  Normal  School,  in  Montreal,  and 
Laval  School,  in  Quebec,  which  had  been  very  successful.  The 
reason  why  the  present  association  had  not  made  the  development 
expected,  was,  that  the  majority  of  the  teachers  sent  from  the  McGill 
Normal  School  were  scattered  through  the  country  where  it  was 
difficult  to  maintain  close  relations  with  the  head  school,  in  Montreal. 
He  next  refer»"^d  to  the  Journals  of  Education  in  Lower  Canada, 
which  it  was  hoped  would  reach  those  teachers  who  could  not  attend 
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this  Normal  School  convocation.  The  Journals  had  been  prosperous 
to  a  certain  extent,  but  not  to  that  extent  to  which  they  where  en- 
titled. Their  merfts  had  been  appreciated  by  the  Education  Com- 
mittee of  the  London  Exhibition,  who  had  awarded  them  first  class 
medals.  (Applause.)  He  hoped  the  teachers  woilld  do  all  they  could 
to  support  those  Journals  better  henceforward,  the  only  present 
difficulties  being  of  Lho  financial  kind.  lie  regretted  there  were  only 
200  subscribers  to  the  Superannuated  Teachers'  Fund,  when  at  least 
there  should  be  1,000.  The  present  law  only  allowed  a  small  sum 
to  aged  teachers,  who  deserved  great  assistance.  He  hoped  all  tea- 
chers would  at  once  become  subscribers  to  the  above  fund.  Having 
sketched  the  origin  and  operations  of  the  Teachers'  Asi'ociations 
preceeding  the  present  one,  he  said  the  Jacques  Cartier  and  Laval 
School  Associations,  which  where  French  and  Catholic,  and  McGill 
Normal  School,  which  was  English  and  Protestant,  had  agreed  to 
disagree  respecting  religious  education  ;  but  it  was  but  right,  however, 
they  should  not  be  strangers,  but  labour  together  in  the  general  in- 
terest of  education,  and  always  take  an  interest  in  the  progress  made 
on  each  side.  He  never  fiiiled  to  point  out  to  each,  that  the  other 
was  working  strenuously  in  the  good  cause  of  education.  A  little 
before  the  T^nion,  there  were  1,500  Schools  in  the  Province  with  only 
57,000  pupils ;  now,  there  were  3,500  of  the  former,  and  188,000  of 
the  latter.  In  many  French  Schools  in  town  and  country  mental 
arithmetic  was  taught,  and  in  many  Infant  Schools,  and  the  Normal 
School,  in  Montreal,  object  lessons  were  made  the  basis  of  education. 
The  hon.  superintendent  mentioned  other  improvements  adopted  into 
the  School  system  of  this  Province,  such  as  the  teaching  of  history, 
and  so  forth.  Having  remarked  upon  the  value  of  the  maternal 
influence  as  regards  the  education  of  children,  he  expressed  his 
pleasure  at  seeing  the  British  people  on  all  occasions  display  such 
interest,  almost  a  religious  interest  in  the  operations  and  progress  of 
their  educational  institutions,  and  the  welfare  of  the  teachers,  and 
resumed  his  seat  amid  loud  applause. 

Prof.  Hicks  then  delivered  an  able  address. 

Principal  Graham  of  St.  Francis  College,  addressed  the  meeting, 
giving  a  gratifying  account  of  the  progress  of  education  in  the  Eastern 
Townships,  and  warning  intending  teachers  that  they  must  possess 
high  qualifications  to  enable  them  to  take  charge  of  schools  in  that 
section  of  the  country.  Hitherto  students  from  the  Townships  had 
gone  to  New  England  Colleges  for  first  rate  education  ;  now,  however, 
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the  tide  was  turning  in  favoi  of  McGill  University,  an  institution 
behind  none  of  them,  and  which  merited  the  fullest  support. 

The  proceedings  which  were  diversified  with  very  clever  perform- 
ances of  the  Oratorio  Society,  under  Mr.  Fowler's  leadership,  and 
with  readings  by  Mr.  Andrew,  were  brought  to  a  close  witli  a  uumber 
of  interesting  and  instructive  chemical  experiments  by  Prof,  llobins. 
After  singing  the  National  Anthem  the  meeting  dispersed. 

On  Saturday  the  Convention  resumed  its  meeting. 

Mr.  Arnold,  Master  of  the  Panet  Street  School,  examined  a  class 
of  his  pupils  in  elementary  arithmetic,  whioli  gave  an  opportunity  of 
displaying  a  thorough  knowledge  of  this  branch.  Their  answers  to 
difficult  (juestions  were  promptly  and  accurately  given,  reflecting  great 
credit  on  themselves  as  well  as  their  teacher.  Three  of  Mr.  Arnold's 
pupils,  a  little  girl  and  two  boys  charmed  the  meeting  with  a  song, 
the  little  girl  accompanying  her  sweet  voice  on  the  piano,  and  the 
boys  chorusing  in  beautiful  style. 

Mr.  Williamson  then  read  a  paper  on  teaching,  containing  an 
analysis  of  the  difficulties  encountered  in  the  work,  and  of  the  duties 
and  responsibilities  of  the  teacher,  and  some  wise  reflections  on  the 
proper  system  of  moral  training.  He  regarded  the  principal  obstacles 
to  teaching  to  be  more  of  a  moral  than  intellectual  nature.  The 
speaker  went  on  to  show  that  the  work  of  teaching  was  the  demon- 
stration and  display  of  truth  to  the  mind  of  the  scholar,  pointing  out 
the  best  means  of  sound  moral  instruction.  The  evil  of  the  past  few 
years  had  been  a  desire  to  cultivate  the  intellectual  faculties,  regard- 
less of  the  moral  nature.  It  was  gratifying  to  know  that  some  of 
Britain's  best  sons  lipving  discovered  the  grand  mistake  of  our 
generation  in  this  respect  were  laboring  now  to  establish  a  system 
having  also  for  its  objact  the  elevation  of  the  heart  as  the  best  means 
of  curing  the  moral  ills  of  society. 

Mr.  Warren,  of  Saroba,  proposed,  as  a  subject  for  discussion, 
whether  it  would  be  advisable  to  pass  a  law  compelling  the  attendance 
at  school  of  children  from  seven  years  and  upwards,  their  elligibility 
to  leave  which,  to  be  determined  by  an  examination — the  standard  of 
education  to  be  high  also.  He  spoke  in  favor  of  such  law,  comment- 
ing upon  the  necessity  for  it  in  the  country,  where  parents  neglected 
to  send  thei.*  children  to  school,  and  remarking  upon  the  advantages 
resulting  from  the  education  of  the  young. 

Some  discussions  arose  on  the  subject,  and  various  opinious  were 
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advanced  as  to  the  best  means  of  securing  tlic  attendance  of  all  chil- 
dren, the  example  of  New  England  in   establishing   Free  Schools 
supported  by  assessment  being  specially  referred  too. 
After  a  recess  of  ten  minutes  the  meeting  re-assembled. 
Prof.  Howe,  Rector  of  the  High  School,  gave  a  specimen  lesson  in 
English,  to  a  krge  class  of  his  pupils.     The  subject  read  was  an  ele- 
mentary lesson  in  mechanics.     The  boys  were  made  explain  some  of 
the  principles  of  mechanics ;  then  were  exercised  in  the  syntax  of  the 
lessen  in  explaining  the  words,  spelling  them  and  pointing  out  their 
derivation   as  well    as  construeing  parent  Latin  words,  &c.      The 
pupils  shewed  a  creditable  knowledge  of  the  subject  and  tliat  the 
labour  spent  on  their  instruction  had  produced  good  fruit. 

Prof  Howe  having  explained  the  system  by  which  the  pupils  in 
the  Hi-h  School  were  assigned  their  places  and  marks  for  proficiency, 
a  system  which  appeared  admirably  adapted  for  correct  classification 
as  regards  all  branches,  except  arithmetic,  resumed  his  seat. 

kIv.  Prin.  Nicholls,  of  LennoxviUe  College,  delivered  an  address 
in  which  he  dwelt  on  the  importance  of  Teachers'  Associations,  and 
the  Kood  which  all  the  members  might  derive  from  connection  there- 
with He  commented  on  the  importance  of  giving  pupils  m  the 
lower  schools  a  sound  elementary  education,  without  which  basis  a 
higher  education  in  College  could  not  easily  be  built  up.  Seeing 
the  importance  and  indispensable  nature  of  the  work  entrusted  to 
them,  he  hoped  the  teachers  of  elementary  schools  would  go  away  en- 
couraged to  do  their  part  well  in  the  good  work  of  education,  the 
value  of  which  could  not  easily  be  calculated. 

The  Secretary  now  read  several  letters  of  apology  for  absence,  from 
different  Professors  and  others  friendly  to  education. 

A  discussion  then  took  place  on  the  teaching  of  spelling  and  the 
elementary  branches ;  after  which  the  attention  of  the  meeting  was 
turned  to  the  subject  of  a  Provincial  Association  of  Protestant 
Teachers  of  Lower  Canada.  After  discussion,  the  following  resolution 
was  moved  by  Professor  Robins,  seconded  by  Rev.  Dr.  Nicholls,  and 
unanimously  passed. 

»'  That  the  Secretary  of  this  Association,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Council,  put  themselves  in  communication  with  Bedford  and  fet. 
Francis  Associations,  through  their  Presidents,  and  ask  for  suggestions 
on  the  subject  of  the  formation  of  a  central  Teachers'  Association  for 
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the  Protestant  Teachers  of  Lower  Canada,  of  which  existing  local ' 
Associations  shall  be  branches,  and  which  shall  aim  at  the  establish 
uicut  of  Branch  ^Usociations  throughout  the  country,  and  report  on 
the  aamc  at  the  ordinary  meeting  of  the  Association  in  October  next. 

The  Association  regarding  the  above  motion  as  the  most  important 
matter  brought  before  the  Convention,  respectfully  and  earnestly  re- 
•luest  Inspectors  of  Schools,  Heads  of  Educational  Institutions,  Tea- 
chers of  every  grade,  and  friends  ol  education  throughout  the  Provinc 
to  exert  themselves  in  carrying  it  into  eflFect  and  communicate  with  their 
Secretary,  40,  Ann  Street,  Montreal,  at  their  earliest  convenience. 

Montreal,  July,  1863. 
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